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- In January 2008 the German national hand
hygiene campaign  was launched

- based on the framework of WHO’s Clean
Care is Safer Care program to improve HH
adherence in health care settings.

- > 1200 Institutions participating in 2017



Surveillance of hand hygiene

- Compliance observations
- Hand rub consumption



Compliance observations



National reference data 2014

109 participating hospitals collected data from 576 wards 





Compliance and hand rub consumption

Haubitz et al. ICHE 2016



Haubitz et al. ICHE 2016

Compliance and hand rub consumption



Alcoholic hand rub
consumption (AHC) 
per patient day
2015 

Data from 1136 ICUs in 697 hospitals
Mean 116 ml / patient day (67-176 ml)

Data from 7920 Non ICUs in 871 hospitals
Mean 27 ml/ patient day (15-49 ml)



www.aktion-sauberehaende.de   |   ASH 2008 - 2014

Aktion Saubere Hände

Keine Chance den Krankenhausinfektionen

HAND-KISS Reference data 2015 
ICUs

Type 
of ICU

No hospitals No
ICUs

10.P. 25.P. Median 75.P. 90.P

Surgical 96 114 83 99 120 153 183

Medical/
surgical

564 620 65 83 102 128 156

Medical 122 135 68 90 110 134 157

Neonatal 101 105 74 99 133 172 211

Pediatric 47 49 64 113 153 200 275

TOTAL 697 1136 67 87 109 137 176

Distribution of hand rub consumption (ml/patient day)



Distribution of hand rub consumption in intensive care units
(ml per patient day) 2014



-Only hospitals providing data continuously from 2007 to 2015 
were included

- The median value for annual change of AHC was calculated as 
the difference in milliliters (mL) per patient day (PD) 
and difference in percentage relative to baseline

Increase between 2007 and 2015



Type of unit/wards
Number of

units/wards

2007

Median

(ml / Patient day)

2015

Median

(ml / Patient day)

Increase

in %

Intensive care units
181 67 119 78

Non-ICUs
917 14 29 110

Total 1 098 16 31 98

Development of hand rub consumption 2007 – 2015 in hospitals with continuous 
participation

HAND-KISS



Changes in 
alcohol-
based hand 
rub 
consumption 
in ml per 
patient day  
from 2007 to 
2015 for 
ICUs and 
non-ICUs as 
well as on 
the hospital 
level

Increase =75 %  (34-132)Increase =98 % (66-146)Increase = 91 % (58-140)



Changes in alcohol-based hand rub consumption in ml per patient day 
2007-2015 according to baseline for non-intensive care units (n= 120)

142 % 98 % 74 % 60 %
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